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Å The intent of the 2026 Texas Dormant Fire Season considerations is to provide general awareness of broad environmental conditions

and the potential impact toward wildýre activity across Texas from late December 2025 through the spring of 2026.

Å The bi-weekly Texas Fire Potential Update provides up-to-date situational awareness of wildýre potential and ýre environment conditions 

for the state of Texas. Fireýghters and emergency  management  o  cials  are encouraged  to subscribe  to  the  Texas Fire  Potential 

Update  listserve  by sending  an email  to tx-ýre-potential+subscribe@lists.tamu.edu .

Å Texas A&M Predictive Services Fire Environment Products are updated daily and available at the Texas Interagency Coordination Center

website

Å Factors  that  drive  the  dormant  wildýre season  in  Texas

Å Grass fuel loading produced during the previous growing season

Å Current and forecast drought conditions

Å Temperature and precipitation trends

Å Widespread, freeze cured grasses and timing of spring green up of grasses.

Å Frequency of cold front passages and magnitude of windspeed in the pre- and post-frontal environment

Å The peak period for dormant ýre season activity is mid-February through early April.
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Å A wide range of grass loading is present along and west of interstate-35. Above  normal  grass  loading  in the High Plains, Rolling Plains, 

and parts of the Southern Plains will require dry fuel  and critical to extreme ýre weather to produce ýres with high resistance to 

control that exceed the capacity of local ýreýghting resources.

Å Above  normal  and exceptional grass loading in Western/Eastern Hill Country into the Cross Timbers. This type of grass loading will only 

require dry fuel and elevated to critical ýre weather to produce ýres that exceed local ýre response capacity.

Å Normal  to  above  normal  grass loading in South Texas and the Lower Gulf Coast has yet to be  freeze cured as of December 19th and will 

help limit wildýre potential until a hard freeze occurs. A ýre environment consisting of dry to critically dry fuel, freeze cured grasses, and 

post-frontal elevated to critical ýre weather is typically the requirement for large ýres with high resistance to control in South Texas and 

the Lower Gulf Coast.

Å A weak La Niña climate cycle is forecast for the dormant ýre season. Increased frequency of ýre e ective weather in Texas is typically 

associated during La Niña, including increased risk for high impact, Southern Plains Wildýre Outbreaks.

Å East and Central Texas typically observe a secondary peak of wildýre occurrence during the dormant season. Increased initial attack ýre 

activity often coincides after short-term drying of surface fuel and increased wind surrounding dry cold front passages. Underlying 

drought or high impact fire weather is needed to produce larges ýre with high resistance control in timber fuel during the dormant 

season.

https://ticc.tamu.edu/Documents/PredictiveServices/Outlooks/HerbaceousGreenness.pdf
https://ticc.tamu.edu/Documents/PredictiveServices/Outlooks/HerbaceousGreenness.pdf


The majority of TexasΩǎ 
largest wildfires 

occurred in freeze 
cured (dormant) 

grasses in the western 
half of Texas between 
mid-February and mid- 
April when exposed to 

high impact fire 
weather.
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Texas A&M Forest Service 
Wildfire Response by 

Predictive Service Area 
January 1st -May 1st, 2025
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The distribution of fire occurrence from the 
2025 dormant fire season and fire size is 
consistent with the distribution of fire 

activity and fire size often observed during 
the Texas dormant fire season based on 

fuel types. Grass and grass/brush fuel along 
and west of interstate-35 and into South 

Texas/Lower Gulf Coast will support larger, 
wind driven fires. East Texas supported a 
higher volume of small wildfires in timber 

fuel with the exception a several large fires 
March 19th from a high wind event. 

State response in the Trans Pecos, Southern 
Plains, and Western Hill Country was 

limited in the 2025 due to below normal 
grass loading and lower potential for 

human caused fires due to lower 
population density. 
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Texas A&M Forest Service Daily Wildfire Response by Predictive 
Service Area January-April 2025

Northeast Texas Western Pineywoods Southeast Texas North Texas
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Texas A&M Forest Service Daily Wildfire Response Acres 
Burned by Predictive Service Area January-April 2025

Northeast Texas Western Pineywoods Southeast Texas North Texas
Cross Timbers Central Texas Rolling Plains High Plains
South Texas Upper Gulf Coast Southern Plains Trans Pecos
Eastern Hill Country Western Hill Country Lower Gulf Coast Caprock
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The 2025 Texas dormant fire season experienced a high volume of wildfire response focused from late February through 
late March with several high impact fire weather events. A prolonged period of accelerated drying in surface fuel occurred 
mid-March, resulting in a high rate of daily fire activity nearly statewide. High impact or extreme fire weather events were 
observed March 4th, 14th/15thand 18th/19th when most acres were burned across the state. Several periods of critical fire 
weather were observed in early April, however early green up of grasses provided a heat sink reduce to the risk for an 

increased volume of wildfire response and occurrence of additional large, high impact fires. 



Growingseasonrainfall 
surplusesor deficits 
betweenApriland

September ispart of the 
equationfor herbaceous 
grassproductionthat can 
serveto promoteor limit 

wildfire activitythe 
followingwinter for the 

westernand south
Texas.

Thoughgrassesdo 
supportwildfire 

occurrencein Centraland 
EastTexas,fire activityof 

isoften focusedon 
underlyingdroughtin 

timber litter fuel.

Surplus rainfall was 
observed for a broad area 
of Texas for 2025 growing 

season.
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April-September 2025 

Percent of Normal 

Precipitation



2025-2026
Herbaceous
FuelLoading
Assessment

Theherbaceousfuel loading 
assessmentisbasedon 

growingseasonrainfall, 200 
field observations,rangeland 
analysisplatformproduction 
exploreroutputs,andgrazing 

impacts.

Throughfreezecuredgrasses 
supportwildfire activity in 

CentralandEastTexas, 
drynessin timber litter fuel is 
neededto producefireswith 

increasedresistanceto 
control.
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Freezecuredgrass 
loadingimpactsthe 
fire environment 
requirementsto 

producehighimpact 
wildfire occurrence 

acrossthe West 
TexasPlainsand 

SouthTexasduring 
the winter andearly 

springmonths.

FreezeCured 
GrassLoading

Fuel Dryness/Moisture Fire Weather

Below Normal

Above Normal

Extremely Dry

Critically Dry

Dry

Normal

Moisture

Extreme

Critical

Elevated

Marginal

Above Normal

Moisture None/Limited

High Impact 
²ƛƭŘŬǊŜ 

Occurrence

Belownormal grass

loading requires 
critically to extremely
dry fuel and critical

to extreme ŬǊŜ
weather to produce 

high impact wildýre 

occurrence

Abovenormal grass
loading requires only
dry fuel and elevated
ŬǊŜweather to produce

high impact wildýre 

occurrence

Fire environment is

generally too moist with

limited ýre weather to

produce an increased 

volume of wildýre 

activity and high impact 

ýresregardless of grass 

loading

Extreme ýreweather can overpower the ýreenvironment to produce high impact wildýreoccurrence, even 

when freeze cured grasses fuel moisture is near to above normal.



Characterization 
of grass loading 

reference.

Height, density, and 

continuity off grass 

loading is considered. 
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Roberts County (High Plains) 

Normalgrass loading is generally present in the footprint of the 2024 Smokehouse Creek Fire as the landscape continues to recover.

April 2024
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October 10, 2024

October 22nd, 2025



Hemphill County (High Plains) 

Normalgrass loading is generally present in the footprint of the 2024 Smokehouse Creek Fire as the landscape continues to recover.
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Gray County (High Plains)

Normalgrass loading is generally present in the footprint of the 2024 Smokehouse Creek Fire as the landscape continues to recover.
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Hutchinson County (High Plains)

Above Normal to locally exceptional grass loading is generally present outside of the footprint of the 2024 Smokehouse Creek and Windy 
Deuce Fires.
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Mason County (Eastern Hill Country)

Exceptional grass loading is present across much of the Eastern Hill Country due to July 2025 high impact rainfall event.
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Kerr County (Eastern Hill Country)

Exceptional grass loading is present across much of the Eastern Hill Country due to July 2025 high impact rainfall event.
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October 22nd , 2025October, 2024



Real County (Eastern Hill Country)

Exceptional grass loading is present across much of the Eastern Hill Country due to July 2025 high impact rainfall event and from carry 
over above normal grass loading from 2024.
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Edwards County (Western Hill Country)

Exceptional grass loading is present across much of the Eastern Hill Country due to July 2025 high impact rainfall event.
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November 6th , 2025March 25th, 2025



Clay County (Cross Timbers)

Above Normal to Exceptional grass loading is present across much of the Cross Timbers.
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Palo Pinto County (Cross Timbers)

Above Normal to Exceptional grass loading is present across much of the Cross Timbers.
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Wise County (Cross Timbers)

Above Normal to Exceptional grass loading is present across much of the Cross Timbers.

© Texas A&M Forest Service
20tfsweb.tamu.edu |

November 5th , 2025April 9th, 2025



Bosque County (Cross Timbers)

Above Normal to Exceptional grass loading is present across much of the Cross Timbers.
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Coleman County (Rolling Plains)

Above Normal grass loading is common across the Rolling Plains.
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