2026 TexasdDormantFire SeasonConsiderations

ReleasedDecemberl9h, 2025

A The intent of the 2026 Texas Dormant Fire Season considerations is to provide general awareness of broad environmental conditions
and the potential impact toward wi | dagtivitg across Texas from late December 2025 through the spring of 2026.

A The bi-weekly Texas Fire Potential Update provides up-to-date situational awareness of wi | dpptergial and y r environment conditions
for the state of Texas. Fi r e y g dntl emeigency management o cials are encouraged to subscribe to the Texas Fire Potential
Update listserve by sending an email to ix-y r -potential+subscribe@lists.tamu.edu

A Texas A&M Predictive Services Fire Environment Products are updated daily and available at the Texas Interagency Coordination Center
website

A Factors that drive the dormant wi | d $easen in Texas

Grass fuel loading produced during the previous growing season

Current and forecast drought conditions

Temperature and precipitation trends

Widespread, freeze cured grasses and timing of spring green up of grasses.

Frequency of cold front passages and magnitude of windspeed in the pre- and post-frontal environment
The peak period for dormant y r season activity is mid-February through early April.

o T To o T Do
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2026 TexasdDormantFire SeasonConsiderations

Releasedecemberl9th, 2025

A A wide range of grass loading is present along and west of interstate-35. Above normal _grass loading_in the High Plains, Rolling Plains,
and parts of the Southern Plains will require dry fuel and critical to extreme y r weather to produce y r avigh high resistance to
control that exceed the capacity of localy r e y g hesouraesy

A Above normal and exceptional grass loading in Western/Eastern Hill Country into the Cross Timbers. This type of grass loading will only
require dry fuel and elevated to critical y r weather to produce y r ¢hat exceed local y r response capacity.

A Normal to above normal grass loading in South Texas and the Lower Gulf Coast has yet to be freeze cured as of December 19t and will
help limit wi | dpgptenéial until a hard freeze occurs. Ay r environment consisting of dry to critically dry fuel, freeze cured grasses, and
post-frontal elevated to critical y r weather is typically the requirement for large y r avih high resistance to control in South Texas and
the Lower Gulf Coast.

A A weak La Nifia climate cycle is forecast for the dormant y r sason. Increased frequency of y r & e c tveather in Texas is typically
associated during La Nifa, including increased risk for high impact, Southern Plains Wi | d Qutbreaks.

A East and Central Texas typically observe a secondary peak of wi | dogcureence during the dormant season. Increased initial attack y r e
activity often coincides after short-term drying of surface fuel and increased wind surrounding dry cold front passages. Underlying
drought or high impact fire weather is needed to produce larges y r with high resistance control in timber fuel during the dormant
season.
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2025-2026

Herbaceous
FuelLoading
Assessment

Theherbaceoudguel loading
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analysigplatform production
exploreroutputs,andgrazing
impacts.

Throughfreezecuredgrasses
supportwildfire activityin
CentralandEastTexas,
drynessntimber litter fuelis
neededto producefireswith
increasedesistanceo
control.

2025-2026
Dormant Fire Season
Herbaceous Fuel
Loading

Bl Bclow Normal
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Above Normal
Exceptional

Above normal grass loading
often requires lower thresholds
of dryness and fire weather to
produce increased wildfire
activity.
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Map based on percent of normal growing

season rainfall (April-September), grazing

impacts, and field observations.
Map produced December 4th, 2025.
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Roberts County (High Plains)
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Hemphill County (High Plains)

Normalgrass loading is generally present in the footprint of the 2024 Smokehouse Creek Fire as the landscape continues to redg

November 14t 2024 October 22 2025

GCONSERVE. PROTECT. LEAD. e tfsweb.tamu.edu | 11



Gray County (High Plains)

Normalgrass loading is generally present in the footprint of the 2024 Smokehouse Creek Fire as the landscape continues to re

October 21st. 2025 October 21st, 2025
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Hutchinson County (High Plains)

Above Normal to locally exceptional grass loading is generally presemntside of the footprint of the 2024 Smokehouse Creek and WiR
Deuce Fires.

October 22nd 2025 October 22nd 2025
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Mason County (Eastern Hill Country)

Exceptional grass loading is present across much of the Eastern Hill Country due to July 2025 high impact rainfall event.

April 22nd, 2025 October 215t , 2025
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Kerr County (Eastern Hill Country)

Exceptional grass loading is present across much of the Eastern Hill Country due to July 2025 high impact rainfall event.

October, 2024 October 22nd 2025

GCONSERVE. PROTECT. LEAD. e tfsweb.tamu.edu | 15



Real County (Eastern Hill Country)

Exceptional grass loading is present across much of the Eastern Hill Country due to July 2025 high impact rainfall dvemt cardy
over above normal grass loading from 2024.

October 22 2025
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Edwards County (Western Hill Country)

Exceptional grass loading is present across much of the Eastern Hill Country due to July 2025 high impact rainfall event.

March 25t, 2025 November 6t , 2025
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Clay County (Cross Timbers)

Above Normal to Exceptional grass loading is present across much of the Cross Timbers.

January 6™, 2025 October 2"d | 2025
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Palo Pinto County (Cross Timbers)
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Wise County (Cross Timbers)

Above Normal to Exceptional grass loading is present across much of the Cross Timbers.

April 9, 2025 November 5t | 2025
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Bosque County (Cross Timbers)

Above Normal to Exceptional grass loading is present across much of the Cross Timbers.

June 13t 2025 November 4t | 2025
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Coleman County (Rolling Plains)

Above Normal grass loading is common across the Rolling Plains.

April 9, 2025 October 2"d | 2025
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