Texas Interagency Coordination Group
2012 1st Quarter Conference Call

March 1st, 2012

In attendance:

Texas Forest Service: Cynthia Foster, Mark Stanford, Shawn Whitley, Brad Smith

Texas Parks and Wildlife: Jeff Sparks

Texas Interagency Coordination Center: Malinda Fry

National Park Service: Fulton Jeansonne, Rodney Monk

National Forests of Texas: Kathleen Ward, George Weick

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service: Jim Stockie, Cathy Peterson

Discussion Items
FWS TICC DISP position (Jim Stockie)

· This position has not been filled yet due to budgetary restrictions.

· FWS is still committed to filling this position and keeping it in Lufkin.

· FWS is conferring with it DOI partners on funding assistance for this position.

Red Flag criteria for east Texas (Brad Smith)

· Shreveport NWS has a rigid red flag criteria

· Need criteria to warn public but not eliminate good Rx burning days

· NWS wanted to add a drought component to the criteria
· Brad has recommend adding a fuel dryness component instead.

· A copy of Brads recommendation has been emailed to the group.

· If agreed the criteria could be shared will all NWS forecast districts for east Texas.

· Everyone to review Brad’s recommendation and get comments to him by March 19.

· Brad will review comments and develop a final criteria to be shared with the NWS Shreveport.

· The T-Macc will have a conference call at 0900, April 4th to review and approve the recommendation.

National Forests of Texas FMO and AFMO positions. (Kathleen Ward)

· Jaime Gamboa is Acting FMO till May 19th
· Kathleen Ward is Acting Fire Operations until March 10th
· George Weick will be Acting Fire Operations on March 11 to May 5th.

· Currently recruiting for FMO

· No action on AFMO position

Texas Forest Service (Mark Stanford)

· Red flag days in west Texas

· High fuel moisture and low fuel loads limiting fire activity

· Incident team will continue to operate out of Merkel, Texas

National Park Service (Fulton Jeansonne)

· Big Thicket NP will be hosting a fire refresher on March 15th.

Texas Parks and Wildlife

· Nothing to report

Next call – April 4th at 0900

